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THE FOLLOWING AKDN
PRIORITY AREAS HAVE
BEEN IDENTIFIED

FOR THE KNOWLEDGE
DiscovERY CHALLENGE:

CARING FOR THE AGED - AGING IN A SUPPORTIVE
FAMILY ENVIRONMENT

ULTRA-POVERTY - TURNING THE TIDE OF POVERTY

THE ROLE OF MICROFINANCE IN UNLEASHING
OPPORTUNITIES IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE NEED FOR DEVELOPING
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS - LIMITING THE LOSS
OF LIFE AND ASSETS

ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE

ALTERNATIVE AKDN PRIORITY AREA
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IssUE CATEGORY #2:

ULTRA-POVERTY — TURNING THE
TIDE OF POVERTY

BACKGROUND

The United Nations Millennium Development Goal (MDG) #1
is to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. Its 2007 Report states:

. The proportion of people living in extreme poverty fell from nearly

a third to less than one-_fth between 1990 and 2004. If the trend
is sustained, the MDG poverty reduction target will be met for
the world as a whole and for most regions, However, we are still
far from resolving this problem, let alone ensuring the tide
of poverty has turned for the ultra-poor. We need to ensure the
ultra-poor have the means so that future generations will improve
their lot in life.

Are solutions for the overall poor suf_cient for the ultra-poor?
To answer this question, a de_pition of _ ultra-pooy must
be identi_ed. Such a de_nition differs from organiZzation to
organization as well as from region to region. How would you de _ne
ultra-poor?

PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS

Aga Khan Foundation Canada, under the Bangladesh Rural
Advancement Committee (BRAC-AKFC) Learning Partnership
Project for CFPR/TUP and funded by CIDA, developed a report
called A Towards a pro_le of the ultra poor in Bangladesb
This report states:

Over - qu-rter of B.ngl-desh’s people live in extreme poverty,

not beTng .‘ble to meet e'\\/en the b.rest of the b. SIC needs.

They spena most of their me. -gre, unreli., 'ble e. ‘rnlngs on food

-nd yet f.. || to fulfill the minimum c-, Iorle int. ke needed to st.ve

5ff m. Inutrmon They - e consequently in frequent poor he. I?h

(o usmg further dr.ln on their resources due to loss of income

.nd he., Ith expenses More often th., N not, the extreme poor

.re invisSible even in their own communltles living on other peoples’
I‘nd h-ving no one to spe-, k up for them or - SSIS’[ them in ensuring
their rlg'Fnts Extreme poverty Iso h. S - . Cle.r genderedf ce — they
-Je mostly women who -, e dlspossessed W‘ldows, ,nd 5 ndoned
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The extreme poor e thus c- ‘ught in - VICIOUS tr., P o -nd the story
of deni-| -nd injustices tend to contlnue over gener- t|ons for % I Jfge
m .jority o?them A v.st m.jority of the extreme poor in B. ngl desh
-fe chronic., IIy S0. The constr., |nts they f-ce in esc. ‘plng extreme
poverty e Tnterlocked in W, S th., 1 .re d'f'ferent from those
who -re moder- .tely poor. This ch lnenges us to rethink our existing
develapment stro .tegies -.nd interventions for the extreme poor,
.nd come up WITH better ones th-t work for them. This is the

-llenge th., t drove BRAC to initi-, te N experiment., I progr-m since
2062 C- IIed fch. IIenglng the Frontiers of Poverty Reduction: T-, rgetlng
the UItr. Poor’ progr.m The ide, is to .ddress the constr,ints
th., ttheyf -Ce in sset building, in |mprovmg their he., Jth in educ- t|ng
their chlldren in getting their voices he. ‘rd in . comprehenswe
m.nner so th., tthey too c. N - splre o] N, ﬁnd inch thelrw.y
ouf of poverty

The extreme poor h-, Ve not only been byp-. ssed by most development
progr.ms, but .Iso by m-instre.m development rese-rch. We need

to know much r?tore bou't theer\ves struggles, nd IR/ed experiences.
We need to underst., nd better why such extreme poverty persists

for so m. ny of them?or so long, often over gener. tlons Without such
knowledge we C-, nnot st-.nd by their side -, nd heIp in their struggles
to overcome their st -fe. -

Several factors exist that may impact the ultra-poor including
economic and social as well as health and education. How do we
help enable the ultra-poor to better access mainstream activities
and resources within their countries?

One solution that helps to address poverty, and that AKDN
is using today, is micro_nance. Micro_nance provides a broad range
of _pancial services to over 140,000 of the world’s poorest
households in 12 countries in Central and South Asia, Africa
and the Middle East.

ISSUE STATEMENT

Does the plight of the ultra-poor also impact developed countries?
How would you de_ne_ ultra- poo; in Canada? Outline the underlying issues
of the ultra-poor in Canada. What are their current barriers/limitations
to success? How should we handle these limitations? Identify how we
can create sustainable opportunities for the ultra-poor in Canada. Be creative

with your ideas.
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